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To Get Started, Consider These Passages:

o After seeing a vision, Peter pays a visit to Cornelius’s house . . .

o Attera Priest and a Levite walked on 399, then a Samaritan came

upon thc—: man ...

+ We do not see our SIgNS; there is no longer any Prol:)hct, there is

none among us who knows how long. How longj & Gocl, s the foe

o scog’? IS thé enemy o re\/ile your name Fore\/er’? Whg clo you

hold back your hancl, your right hand?Take it from the fold of your

garment and clestr09 them!
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Some Patterns We Will

Explore in These Classes

o Patterns and Structures Found Throughout 5criPture

o Chiasmus

s Tetrads

* Coul:)lets

s Outof Sequence: Parenthetical and Other Inserts
s What'’s Missing?

< Organization ot and Structural Asl:)ects of Speciﬁc

+ Genesis, Juclges) John, Romans

Books
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Topic l
Chiasmus: The Classic Bible

Structure

-




Chiasmus: The classic Bible structure, though

somewhat misnamed

The Chi of Chiasm(us)
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Simplest Chiasmus
A DDA

+ Figures don’t lie) but liars ﬁgure.

. l:igure lie liars ﬁgure




Simplest Chiasmus A BB A
Hosea 6:2

} e

© .__nglish versions: After two clags he will revive us, and on the third clag raise us
up.

o Hebrew: He will revive us after two Aays, and on the third clag raise us up.

* A revive

« B two clags

—

D

Xt

3’ third clag

+ A raise us up
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SimplestChiasmus

A DD A

v A Fury of God

o B disobedience




* A Furg ’
o B disobedience
o C faithlessness

s B’ sin

o A famine
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Galatians %:7-14

7 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scril:)ture, Foreseeing

that Goc Woulcljusthcg the Gentiles bg gaithj Preachecl the gosl:)el beforehand to Abralﬂam,

saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” 2 So then, those who are of faith are blessed

along with Abraham, the man of faith. '©For all who relg on works of the law are under a curse;

for it is written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide 199 all things written in the Book of the

| aw, and do them.” "Now it is evident that no one isjustiﬁ'ec before God }39 the law, for “The

righteous shall live bg faith.”2 But the law is not of faith, rather “The one who does them shall live

bg them.” » Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law bﬂ becoming a curse for us—for it is
written, “Cursed is everyone who is hangecl on a tree”— 1 so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of

Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the Promisecl SPirit through faith.



Galatians %:7-14

7 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 8 And the Scripture) Foreseeing

that Goc woulcljusthcg the Gentiles bﬂ Faitlﬁ, Preached the gosl:)el beforehand to Abra‘ﬂam,

saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” 9 So then, those who are of faith are blessed

along with Abraham, the man of faith. 0 For all who relg on works of the law are under a curse;

foritis written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide bﬂ all things written in the Book of the
| aw, and do them.” " Now it is evident that no one isjustiﬁec before God bﬂ the law, for “The

righteous shall live bg faith.”2 But the law is not of ‘:aith, rather “The one who does them shall live

l:) them.” 5 Clﬁrist redeemed us From tlﬁe curse oF the law }3 becomin a curse ‘:or us—1
- Y 5

or it 1s

written, “Cursed is everyone who is hangecl on a tree”— 1 so that in Christ Jesus the b

essing of

Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the Promised SPirit through faith.
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Galatians A 714, Chiastic Pairs

7 Know then that it is those of faith who are the sons of Abraham. 8 And the 5cri[:>ture) ?oreseeing
that God woulcljusthcg the Gentiles }39 Fait]ﬂ, Preachecl the gosl:)el beforehand to Abra nam,
saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.” 2 S0 then, those who are of faith are blessed

along with Abraham, the man of faith. 1oror all who relg on works of the law are under a curse;

for it is written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide bg al things written in the Bo

ok of the

| aw, and do them.” " Now it is evident that no one isjustiﬁec before God 199 the law, for

P2 But the law is not of ‘:aith) rather “The one who does them shall live

bg them.” » Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law bg becoming a curse for us—for it is
written, “Cursed is everyone who is hangecl on a tree”— " so that in Christ Jesus the b essing of

Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the Promisecl Sl:)irit through faith.
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Galatians 3. 714, Full Chiasmus Format

A those of faith who are the sons of Abraham.

B that God wou cljusthcg the Gentiles ]39 faith, Preachecﬂ the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In
you shall all the nations be blessed.

C Cursed be everyone who does not abide bg all things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.”
D Now it is evident that no one isjusthqed betore God bg the law,
b

D’ But the law is not of Faith, rather “The one who does them shall live bg them.

C’ Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law bﬂ becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed

IS everyone who is hangecl on a tree

B’ so that in Christ Jesus the blcssing of Abraham miglfwt come to the Gentiles
A we mig}wt receive the Promise& SPirit tlnrouglﬁ faith.
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Galatians %:15-18

%To give a human example, brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no

one annuls it or adds to it once it has been ratified. 6 Now the Promises

were made to Abraham and to his ogspring. it does not say, “‘And to

ogspringsj” reFerring to many, but remcerring to one, “And to your

ogspring,” who is Christ. 7 This is what | mean: the law, which came 430

years atterward, does not annul a covenant Previouslg ratified ]:)3 God,

s0 as to make the Promise void. 18 For if the inheritance comes 399 the law,

it no longer comes 339 Promise; but God gave it to Abraham bg a Promise.
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Galatians %:15-18

5 To gj\/e a human examl:)le, brothers: even with a man-made covenant, no

one annuls it or adds to it once it has been ratified. ¥ Now the Promises

were made to Abraham and to his ogsl:)ring. it does not say, “And to
ogspringsj” reFerring to many, but r@[erring to one, “And to your
ogsl:)ring,” who is Christ. 7 This is what | mean: the law, which came 430

years aFtcrward, does not annul a covenant Previouslg ratified }:)g Gocl,

s0 as to make the Promise void. 18 For if the inheritance comes ,':)9 the law,

it no longer comes 339 Promise; but God gave it to Abraham bg a Promise.
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Galatians %:15-18, Chiasmus with Alternation

o Ano one annuls it or adds to it once it has been ratified
* B Promises were made to Abraham
. O ogspring
* D It does not say, “‘And to ogsl:)rings)” remcerring to many, but remcerring to ofie
o oﬁcspringj who is Christ
o A does not annul a covenant Previouslg ratified bg God

+ B God gave it to Abraham bg a l:)romise
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Psalm 74:9-12

We do not see our SIgNS;

there is no longer any Prophet,

there is none among us who knows how |ong.
How long) O God, is the foe to scott?

s the enemy to revile your name forever?

Whg do you hold |
Take it from the fold of your garment and clestrog them!

back your hancl) your right hand?




Psalm 74:9-12

We do not see our SIgNS;
there is no longer any Prol:)l’)et,
there is none among us who knows how long.

How Iong, O God, is the foe to scotf?

IS the enemy to revile your name Fore\/er?

Whg do you hold back your hancl, your right hand?

Take it from the fold of your garment and clestrog them!




Psalm 74 6-9 “Poetical” Chiasmus

* A Waiting for God to Act
+ B while the foe scofts

+ B’ while the enemy reviles

* A Pleading for God to Act




Romans 6:11-14 Lite and Death

TSo you also must consider 9ourselves dead to sin and alive to God in

Christ Jesus. 2 | et not sin therefore reign in your mortal bodg, to make

you obeg its Passions. > Do not Present your members to sin as

instruments of unrighteousness, but present 3ourse|ves to God as those

who have been brought from death to |i1ce, and your members to God as

instruments of righteousness. 4+ For sin will have no dominion over you,

since 9OU are not UﬂClCl” lBW bUt under grace.




Romans 6:11-14 Lite and Death

TSo you also must consider 3ourse|\/cs dead to sin and alive to God in

Christ Jesus. 2 |et not sin therefore reign in your mortal boclg, to make

you obeg its Passions. > Do not Present your members to sin as

Wl"IO ha\/e TDCCI"I

f:)rou ght Fror

instruments of unrighteousness) but present 9oursc|ve5 to God as those

1death to life, and your mem!

hers to God as

instruments of righteousness. 4+ For sin will have no dominion over you,

since you are Nnot uncler Iaw but under grace.
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| ite and Death in Romans 6

A dead to sin, alive to God

B do not let sin relgn ' —‘
C donot 3ie|cl members to sin as unrighteous instruments s ,
D VIELD YOURSELVES TO GOD
& [9ie|cl] your members to God as righteous instruments
B’ sin shall have no dominion over you
A not under |aw, but under grace




Proverbs 6:16-19

6 There are six things that the Lord hates)

seven that are an a

| ) , ;
bomination to hlm:

17 haughty eyes, a Iging tongue,
and hands that shed innocent bloocL

8 a heart that devises wicked l:)lansJ

feet that make haste to run to e\/il,

9 a false witness who

F
ana onc wirio sOws

breathes out lies,

discord among, brothers.

. T ———_
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Proverbs 6:16-19

6 There are six things that the Lord hates,

seven that are an abomination to him:

17 haugrﬁtg eyes, a lying tongue,

a

nd hands that shed innocent |

Dloocl,

8 a heart that devises wicked l:)lansJ

feet that make haste to run to evil,

19 a false witness who breathes out lies,

and one who sows discord among, brothers.
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Six Things YHWH Hates,
Seven that are Abominations  Proverbs 6:16-19

* A haughty cyes

Ros ey

. 5 lging tongue
o Chands that shed innocent blood

o D aheart that devises wicked Plans
o C feet that make haste to run to evil

o B false witness who breathes out lies

o A one who sows discord among, brothers
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How Does this HeIP Me
with Mg Faith and Discipleship?

Focuses attention
Reveals new insights into familiar content

Provides a lesson in Perspective and lﬁumilitg

The purpose of Bible reading is not just to learn, but to use what
S v el

we Ieam o change our character ancl behavior.




Topic 2
Tetrads: The Neglectecl
Bible Structure

-
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Bible Tetrads

Sets of four items in which the first three members share a common

theme or iclentitg and the fourth member contrasts for emphasis or

resolution. Consider the four gospel accounts: Three sgnoptio—-
Matthewj Markj | uke—and then gosl:)el.




Some Bible Tetrads

The Parable of the Sower: Path) rockg grouncL weeds, gooc] ol
Jotham’s Parable: o!ive) ﬂgj vine, bramble
Jesus in the Wilderness: three teml:)tations of the devil, then the angels.

Questions in Mt. 22 Pharisees) Sadducees, Phariseesj Jesus.

Abraham’s Heir: Lot lshmael, fileazer) lsaac.

Daniel’s four beasts, etc.:lion, bear, leoparcl) ten-horned beast, “different from all the

beasts that were before it.”

Parents in Luke 2: Parcnts, Parentsj your father and |, my father’s house.

How many times did God sPeak o young Samuel as he slePt’?
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Some Bible Tetrads

+ Eliah’s theophany: uiet voice
) gelieil -

o Job’s three friends, Bildad, ‘Eliphazj Z.oPhar, then comes Elihu

o Sets of more than four: Judah fourth son, fourth Plague sel:)arates Israelites from

1

.i’:ggl:)tians.

+» Four Gospel Resurrections: Jairus’ claughter, Widow of Nain’s son, Lazarus, Jesus
+ Saul’s demise Prophesied: | Samuel 28:6-7

+ Samson’s three lies to Demah) then the fatal truth. (Ju&ges 16)

* Deuteronomy 20: reasons to {:orego militarg clutg.

o Acts 10-11: Peter’s vision and visit to Cornelius
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ToPic %
Couplets: The Simples‘c

Poetic Structure

-




> T R R A T TN s TN W Y BT TR - ™ T gy e TR R~ TR~ - —~— e e I e N e i - - _———— S
A T .tmyw © eig gy e s DRSNS Lo b o L s S AT TR S T - R e — g wa
T SR S N e i - SR . > T X B -

Couplet Formats

Line B completes the t]ﬂought of Line A

Line B Para”els ine A—same idea, ditterent expression
Line B gives a contrast to Line A
Line B give an example or 5Peciﬁc instance of line A

One line is metaplﬁor, the other a literal Para”el statement

iCuidado! Some couplets are triplets) and not all two line verses are

Couplets.
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Couplets: Comple‘cing the Tlﬂought

“[‘Sacl, bacl,” says the buger,

Prov. 20):1<+
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Couple’cs: Completing the Tlﬂought

“Bacl, bacl,” says the buger,
but when he goes away, then he boasts.

Prov. 20):1<+




Couple’cs: Completing the Tlﬂought

Whoever keeps his mouth and his tongue

Frov. 2125




Couple’cs: Completing the Thought

Whoever keeps his mouth and his tongue
keeps himselt out of trouble.

Frov. 2B 2)




Couplets: Parallel Exl:)ression

Blows that wound cleanse away evil :

strokes make the innermost Part clean.

FProv. 20:50




Couplets: Parallel Exl:)ression

Whoever is slack in his work

's a brother to him to who clestrogs
Frov. 18:9
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Couplets: Contrasting Thougl’lts

Ajowcul heart is a goocl medicine,
but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.

Frovil/idz
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Couplet& General Statement and Instance

The LORD has made e\/ergtlﬁing for his its purpose,
even the wicked for the clay of trouble.

Prov. 16:4




Couplets: Metaplﬂoric and Literal Lines

As a door turns on its hinges,

s0 does a sluggarcl on his bed.
Prov. 26:14




CoupletS: Metaplﬂoric and Literal Lines

Whoever gi\/es an honest answer

kisses the lips.
Prov. 20:26




Proverbs 7:6-15

For at the window of my house

| have looked out through my lattice)
and | have seen among, the simple,

| have Perceivecl among, the gouths,

a young man lacking sense,
Passing along the street near her corner,

taking the road to her house
lnthe nnthe

at the time o1c mght and clar‘mess




ToPic 4
Sequences) lnterrul:)tions)

ParentheticalsJ and Other

Non~—5<:quitor5

-




What’s This Doing Here?

© lnterrul:)tion of a narrative ]:)3 9 seeminglg unrelated or out-of-

sec] Lence text.

+ Passage that doesn’t intcrrupt another thought or narrative, but
seems to shitt to another tol:)ic. Sec]uential sections that add together

to 9ie|cl a richer teaching even when they are not obviously

con nectecl.




What’s This Doing Here?

lnterrul:)tion of Abraham’s account in Hebrews 11:8-19
The morals of the “Lost” Parables in Luke 15

Psalm 90:7~9a—-——~the “sin verses”

Lien. 14, efc. "It was goocl”
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What’s This Doing Here?

Abraham’s account in Hebrews 11:8-19

w. 8~10 bg ?aith, Abraham obegs God’s ca”, leaves Ur, sojoums
in the Promised Land

v. 1 Sarah receives power to conceive

V. 12 TI"ICFC]COFC innumerable clescenclants Olc Abraham WErIre JIDOFI"I.

w. 13-16 These all died in faith, not having received the Promises.

God has Preparecl for them a better citg.

w. 1I7-19 By Faith, Abraham obegs Goc:l) oters up |lsaac
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What’s This Doing Here?

]

L uke 21: The poor widow

Genesis 38

Insertion of Psalm 32 into the discussion of Abraham’s Faith,
Rom. 4

Deuteronomy 10: 6-9, 16

LFeter 5: 19220




Topic 5
What’s Missing‘?

g
) . ‘- =
e
o Camalt




What’s Missing?

The Book of Esther has no mention of God

| Thess. 3.6 Timo‘chg fjrought Paul goocl news of their faith and love

D89 2 of Genesis

Begi alal ng, of Hebrews

An9 mention of the Patriarchal Promises In Josel:)h narrative, until

Jacob’s blessing Gen. 48:15-16

The Para

ble of the Good Samaritan—who’s on third?




Who's Missing? (Not Titus! 9/15 mentions are in Il Cor)

| Corinthians

o 2.1 the one whom | have Painecl
. 1 7 .anyone . . . such anone . .. ?orgive and comfort him . .

* 6:9 We are treated as iml:)ostersj and Bet are true as unknown) and 9et well known . ..

s 717 not for the sake of the one who did wrong

« 8:18 the brother who is famous among all the churches

s 8:22 the brother we have often tested and found earnest

* 10:10 “theg” say (no clear antecedent)

 10:12 some of those who are commencling themselves

* 5 120 sul:)en-aloostles

s 11:13 such men are false aPostles, deceitful workmen, clisguising themselves as aPostles of Christ.

* 12:2-5] know a man in Christ
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Where Did Lazarus Go?
John 11

v. 1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethang.
| azarus mentioned bﬂ nameinv.l, 2 .56, (5x)

v.14 Then Jesus told them Plainlg, | azarus is dead.

v.14-39 him/he (5x), brother (4x), this man, the dead man.

v.45 Lazarus, come out!

| azarus mentioned bg name in12:1,2.9.10, 17 (5x)

lIx “Lazarus,”, lix other identification

Middle (6‘&1) mention of Lazarus is v. 45 the moment of resurrection.




ToPic 6

Structural Patterns of

Speciﬁc Books

-




Structure of Speciﬁc Books

Genesis -
The Four Books of the L aw
Juclges

John

Romans
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In the beginning, Coo -

e Joseplﬁ’s embalmed boclg in a cotinin E:ggl:)t.
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What Does Genesis Contain?

e Creation Account

e History of Adam, Eve and their children

e Flood

e Babel

e Patriarchal Narratives: Abraham, Sarah; |lsaac, Rebekah;

Jacob/ Israel and his wives and children.

-Josel:)h and his brothers, Israel in ESUPt
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How Much of Genesis?

e Creation Account = 3%

* History of Adam, Eve and their children = 3%

. Flood = 6%

. Babel <1%

e Patriarchal Narratives: Aoraham, Sarah:; Isaac, Rebekah; Jacob/
Israel and his wives and children. = 45%

0 Joseph and his brothers = 50%

0 Genealogica Lists = 12%
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Genesis?

@ Creation
Flood

O Patriarchs

O Genealogies
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@ Adam & Eve
O Babel
® Josel:)h
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5:1the book of the generations of Adam
6:9 the generations of Noah

10:1 the generations omc thc sons omc Noa

P Goas Loy L &
e Nt S e A e

11:10 the generations of Shem

11:27 the generations of Terah
25:12 the generations of Ishmae
2519 the generations of Isaac
36:1, 9 the generations of Esau

57:2 the generations of Jacob
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5:1 the book of the generations of Adam
6:9 the generations of Noah

10:1 the generations of the sons of Noah
1:10 the generations of Shem

11:27 the generations of Terah

P the generations of Ishmae

25:19 the generations of Isaac

36:1, 9 the generations of Esau

Sl the generations of Jacob

2.4 the generations of heaven and eart
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1.1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth
2:4 the generations of heaven and earth

5:1 the boqk of the generations of Adam

6:9 the generations of Noah

10:1 the generations of the sons of Noah

11:10 the generations of Shem

11:27 the generations of Terah

25:12 the generations of 1shmael

25:19 the generations of Isaac

36:1, 9 the generations of Esau

7.2 the generations of Jacob

These are the generations L
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The ConcePtual Structure of Genesis

. Genesis is not so much an historical book

Punctuatecl with or linked '39 genealogical records

DU’C a genealoglcal record annotatecl wﬁ:h hlstorxcal

accounts.
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Structural Notes on Exodus, Leviticus. Numbers) Deuteronomy

o Historical narrative intersl:)ersecl with legal declarations?

o Or legal coml:)enclium with illustrative historical examples?




Structural Notes on J uclges

* SIX major, SIX minorjucﬂges mentioned

° Cgcle of sin, Foreign oppression, prayer, God aPPoints ajudge)

deliverance, rinse, repeat.

» Narratives of the six majorjuclges tend to increase in leng’ch) percentage

of Personal imcormation, and amount of concurrent internal strife.

o There is more text (191 verses)on internecine conflict than on national

deliverances (176 verses).

+ How does this lead us to a hgpothesis about the purpose of the book?
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Content Distribution in Juclges

Total National | Personal lnteinal
Verses Strite
Othniel 2 S @ O
Ehud 19 18.5 09 O
Deborah/ 55 48 7 % % %
Barak
Gideon | 100 57 i) 29
JCPhtI’lah 60 46 15 6
Samson | 96 ] o O
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Interactional EPisocles

in the Gospel of John: chal:)ters ]

Marriage Feast abt ana

Nicodemus

The Well in Samaria

Healing the Man Lame for 58 years at the Pool of Bethsaida
Feeding the 5000

Feast of Lights in Jerusalem

The “Woman” Caught In Aclulterg

Man Born Blind

Raising b azaris
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Structure of the interactional Episodes

in the Gospcl of John: chal:)tcrs ]

Initiating Event

Spiritual Interpretation
Escalation of imPortance
Questioning

Contention/Threat

Belief Report




Structure of the interactional Episodes
in the Gospel of John: Bread of Lhce, chal:)ter 6

lnitiating Event: crowd looks for Jesus clag atter Feeding 5000

SPiritual lnterpretation: true bread from heaven

Escalation of iml:)ortance: Unless you eat my flesh and drink my blood

or you have no lite in you.

Questioning: “This is a hard saging”

Contention/Threat: Disciples grumble, many turn back.

Belief Report: “You have the words of eternal life . . . we have believed.”
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Thematic Structure of Romans

s 1-3 God alone is righteous

s 4 God accepts Faith, not works
$ 5 Christ’satoning sacrifice

s 6Ourrole

* 7lt’'s too hard! | can’t do it!

+ 8 God can-here’s how

* 9-]] What happene& to the Old Israel?

* 21 Ethics of the New Jsrael

. 16 F’eople who did it




Where Paul Could Have Ended Romans

o 4:25—but that would have left out the work of Jesus

+ 5:21—but that would have lett our obedience

» 6:25—but that would have left us hopelessly over our heads
o 7:25—but that would have left out Providence

o 8:39—but that would have left out God’s national purpose

= H:§l~—~but that would have left out the applica‘cion of love

© 15:§§~—~but that would have left out the the real-life side of Paul’s theological

treatise.
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Repetition in Romans

law Ve
grace 25x
death 25%
ife 200

Juclge, e 2
faith, believe 61x

sin, sinner 59%

Justi@ 65X
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| evels of Leaming

(aclaptecl from Bateson’s Logical | evels of Leaming}

* L earning O: You retain nothing of the material Presentecl, or you a!reaclg know

evergthing that | Present. No leaming (or change) OCCurs.

* Lcaming] Content: You learn tl’]é examples Presentecl N tl’léSC classes ancl recognize

them in future Bible reacling.

* Leamingl Pattern: You find other examples of the Pattems Presentecl in this class;

you learn to recognize locate novel examples omc |<nown Pat’cems.

* Lcaming§ Patterns of Patterns: You discover other Patterns not Presentecl in these

Classes; you learn to recognize Patterns.
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